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Fukushima Radiation: 800 Tera Becquerel of
Cesium-137 to Reach West Coast of North America
by 2016: Researcher
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About 800 tera becquerel of Cesium- 137 is going to reach West Coast of North America by
2016,  equivalent  to  5 percent  of  the total  Cs-137 amount  discharged to the Pacific Ocean
after the Fukushima nuclear disaster, a Japan researcher was quoted by Kyodo recently.

Michio Aoyama, a professor from Japan’s Fukushima University Institute of Environmental
Radioactivity said about 3,500 tera bq of Cs-137 have been released to the sea and 1.2 to
1.5 tera bq of Cs-137 released to the air, then fell to the sea from the crippled nuclear plant.

Part of the radioactive substances have been observed to move eastward at a speed of 7
kilometers and 3 kilometers one day before March and August 2012 respectively, Aoyama
said.

However, Cs-137 levels detected at U.S. beaches were 1 to 2 bq per cubic meter, much
lower  than  the  safety  limit  for  cesium levels  in  drinking  water  by  the  World  Health
Organization.

“Even if all the 800 tera bq Cs-137 have arrived, the radiation levels will stay at relatively
low level that aren’t expected to harm human health,” said Aoyama.

[GR  editor:  This  statement  contradicts  a  number  of  studies.  It  needs  to  be  qualified  in
relation to the broader issue of radiation levels on the California coastline, including the
impacts on marine life. Prof. Aoyama presents the official version. His assessment tends to
underestimate the impacts of radiation]

The Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution of America has announced early April that they
detected Cs-134 for the first time in a seawater sample from the shoreline of North America.
Cs-134, with a half-life of only two years, is an unequivocal marker of Fukushima ocean
contamination, said researchers.

The original source of this article is Shanghai Daily
Copyright © Global Research News, Shanghai Daily, 2015

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
http://www.shanghaidaily.com/article/article_xinhua.aspx?id=279491
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/asia
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/environment
http://www.shanghaidaily.com/article/article_xinhua.aspx?id=279491
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
http://www.shanghaidaily.com/article/article_xinhua.aspx?id=279491
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/


| 2

Articles by: Global Research
News

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

