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20-Year Veteran to Face Jail Time for Act of Civil Disobedience

Disruption of Congressional “Super Committee” could result in 6-month sentence

Retired Naval Commander Leah Bolger will appear in court Thursday, April 12th 2012 on
charges stemming from her arrest on October 26th, 2011.  Bolger, who is a peace activist
and the President of Veterans For Peace, interrupted a public hearing of the Joint Select
Committee on Deficit Reduction, commonly known as the Super Committee.

In a calm, articulate manner Bolger spoke for nearly a minute in the well of the Senate
hearing room before Capitol  Hill  police escorted her out and placed her under arrest.  
Prominent social activist Ben Cohen praised Bolger for her courageous stand in this video
which includes footage of her action: http://youtu.be/aZVtPhVBM5Q  Bolger accused the sole
witness,  Chief  Budget  Officer  Douglas  Elmendorf,  of  obfuscating  the  true  costs  of  military
spending,  and  implored  the  Committee  to  enact  the  people’s  plan  for  reducing  the
deficit—end the wars and tax the rich.

Ralph  Nader,  a  member  of  Veterans  For  Peace,  applauded retired  Naval  Commander,
Bolger’s effort to challenge the Super Committee for a minute of an un-scheduled reminder
that cutting much needed social programs that saves lives rather than cutting the bloated
military  budget  and  taxing  the  1%  is  Congressional  insanity.   “The  government  is
dysfunctional,  working  for  corporate  interests  rather  than  providing  for  the  peoples
necessities.  Bolger showed what active citizens should be doing peacefully– confronting the
corruption head on and making sure the public knows what is really going on.  She should
be honored for her actions.”

Bolger  was  a  member  of  the  Occupation  of  Washington,  DC  at  Freedom Plaza.   The
occupation  protested  the  Super  Committee  by  holding  an  Occupied  Super  Committee
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hearing which was aired on C-SPAN, see CSPAN Coverage of Occupied Super Committee
Hearings, and produced its own report.  By cutting military spending and taxing the wealthy,
the Occupied Super Committee reached the ten year deficit targets set by President Obama
and Congress in two years, and was able to fund a jobs program, forgive student debt and
secure  social  programs.   See  The  99%’s  Deficit  Proposal:  How  to  create  jobs,  reduce  the
wealth  divide  and control  spending.  As  a  result  of  the  actions  of  Bolger,  the  Occupy
movement and other activists, the Super Committee, which had been on course to cut
Social Security and Medicare, decided not to issue a report.

A press conference will be held at 8:30 am, Thursday April 12th in front of the
Superior Court of the District of Columbia, 500 Indiana Ave NW, Washington DC. 
Those scheduled to speak and/or answer questions include:

         Leah Bolger, defendant, President of Veterans For Peace (VFP)

         Mark Goldstone, attorney for the defendant

         Art Brennan, NH Retired Superior Court Associate Justice, member of VFP

         Kevin Zeese, Co-director, Its Our Economy, organizer of Occupy Washington, DC 

David Swanson, author, activist, radio host, member of VFP
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