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100,000 Western Troops: US Shifts
Counterinsurgency To Asia

By Global Research
Global Research, July 03, 2009
China Central Television 3 July 2009
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Theme: US NATO War Agenda

In-depth Report: AFGHANISTAN

US shifts focus to counterinsurgency in Afghanistan

With the US pulling out from major Iraqi cities, many believe Washington is switching its
focus to Afghanistan. Earlier this year, President Barack Obama announced he’d send 17
thousand extra US troops there.

The  final  batch  of  some  85  hundred  US  Marines  is  arriving  in  the  Taliban  stronghold  of
Helmand  province.

The Marines launched a helicopter assault early on Thursday in the lower Helmand River
valley.

The operation involves nearly four thousand Marines and US sailors, and about six hundred
and fifty Afghan troops and police.

By the end of this year, 68 thousand US troops will be in Afghanistan, more than double the
number at the end of 2008. General Stanley McChrystal is the top commander of the US and
NATO troops.
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